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FIG. 1 Letters in noise, demonsirat-
ing that, despite the broad 1/
spectra of letters, noise at 3 cycles
per letter (middle column} masks
letter Identification more effectively
than nolse at lower or higher fre-
quencies. Read down each column
as far as you can; the positions of
the faintest Identifiable letters trace
oul the sensitivity of your eye’s letter-
identification channel as a function
of spatial freguency. MNote that
changes In viewing gistance, from 3
to 60 cm, harcly affect the visibility
of any given letter, indicating that the
channel scales with letter size.
{Identification of letters in noise s
independent of size for letters sub
tending 0.5 to 15.8 degrees of visual
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luminance) decreases by factors of
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